
Survey Question (National Social Work Field Education Survey)_ Zuchowski et al. 

 

1.  Are you happy to continue with the survey? Ticking yes 

constitutes consent to participate in this National Field 

Education research. 
# Answer 
1 Yes 
2 No 

 

2.  On what campuses of your university do you have field 

education staff? 
# Answer 

1 
Postal 
Code 

2 
Postal 
Code 

3 Postal code 

4 
Postal 
Code 

5 
Postal 
Code 

 

3.  What courses do you offer that include a field education 

component and in what mode are you providing these? 

(MSW (PQ) refers to the two year postgraduate entry social 

work qualifying degree.) 

# Question 

On 
campus/ 
internal 

only 

On 
campus/ 
internal 

and 
distance 

education/ 
external 

Distance 
education/ 
external 

only 

1 BSW    

2 
MSW (PQ) 
or MSW 
(Q) 

   

3 

Human 
Services, 
Community 
Welfare or 
similar 

   

 

4.  What is your level of staffing in the field education 

unit?Please list the full-time equivalent position for each 



mode of employment, for example one full-time employee 

and one half time employee would be represented as 1.5 
# Answer 

1 
Academic 
permanent 
position 

2 
Academic 
contractual 
position 

3 

Professional/ 
HEWL 
permanent 
position 

4 

Professional/ 
HEWL 
contractual 
position 

5 
Administration 
support 

 

5.  When did students complete field education in 2015? 

(Please note there is reference to a third placement; this 

will only be relevant to programs who stretch their 

placements over more than two occasions). 

# 
Questio
n 

BSW 
Placem
ent 1 

BSW 
Placem
ent 2 

MSW 
(PQ) 

Placem
ent 1 

MSW 
(Pq) 

Placem
ent 2 

Commun
ity 

welfare/ 
human 
service 

placeme
nt 

BSW 
placeme

nt 3 

MSW 
(PQ) 

Placem
ent 3 

1 
Februar
y- July 

       

2 
July-
Novemb
er 

       

3 

Novemb
er - 
Februar
y 

       

4 Other        

 



6.  How many students undertook placements in these 

subjects in 2015? 

# 
Questi
on 

BSW 
Placem
ent 1 

BSW 
Placem
ent 2 

MSW 
(PQ) 

Placem
ent 1 

MSW 
(Pq) 

Placem
ent 2 

Commun
ity 

welfare/ 
human 
service 

Placeme
nt 

BSW 
Placem
ent 3 

MSW 
(PQ) 

Placem
ent 3 

1 none 

2 
25 or 
less 

3 25-50 
4 50-75 
5 75-100 

6 
100-
125 

7 
125-
150 

8 
150-
175 

9 
175-
200 

1
0 

200-
225 

1
1 

225-
250 

1
2 

more 
than 
250 

 

7.  Where do you place students? How many of the total 

student placements in 2015 were organised... 

# Question 

In the 
location of 

one of 
your 

university 
campuses 

with 
university 

field 
education 
staff on 

site 

In a 
location 
100 or 
more 

kilometers 
away from 

your 
university 
campus, 
but in the 

same 
state/ 

territory 

In 
another 
state/ 

territory 

Internationally 

 

8.  In which city/ geographical area did students undertake 

placement in 2015? Can you please write the most popular 

cities/ areas in the drop box on the left , 'i.e. 



Melbourne',  'Newcastle', or 'Rural Queensland' and then 

mark how many students approximately undertook 

placement in that area. 

# 
Questio
n 

200 or 
more 

student
s 

150-
199 

student
s 

100-
149 

student
s 

50-99 
student

s 

10-49 
student

s 

10 or 
less 

student
s 

Total 
Response

s 

1 
City/ 
Area 
one 

2 
City/ 
Area 
two 

3 
City/ 
Area 
three 

4 
City/ 
Area 
four 

5 
City/ 
Area  
five 

6 
City/ 
Area six 

7 
City/ 
Area 
seven 

8 
City/ 
Area 
eight 

9 
City/ 
Area 
nine 

1
0 

City/ 
area ten 

 

9.  How many Bachelor of Social Work students received 

RPL for their first placement in 2015? 
 

10.  Did they get partial or full RPL? 
# Answer 

1 

Number of 
students 
receiving full 
RPL 

2 

Number of 
students 
receiving 
partial RPL 

 



11.  How many Masters of Social Work (PQ) students 

received RPL for their first placement in 2015? 
 

12.  Did they get partial or full RPL? 
# Answer 

1 

Number of 
students 
receiving full 
RPL 

2 

Number of 
students 
receiving 
partial RPL 

 

13.  How many students enrolled at some point in a 

placement subject in 2015, but did not proceed with 

placement? (i.e. withdrew without penalty) 

14.  What were the reasons why students did not go ahead 

with placement? 

15.  How many Bachelor of Social Work placements broke 

down in 2015? 
# Answer 

1 
First 
Placement 

2 
Second 
Placement 

 

16.  How many Master of Social Work (PQ) placements 

broke down in 2015? 
# Answer 

1 
First 
Placement 

2 
Second 
Placement 

 

17.  What were the reasons for placements breaking down? 
 

18.  How many of your placement students were 

international students in 2015? 
 



19.  How many of the social work placements were 

supervised by an external supervisor in 2015? 
 

20.  Who provided supervision for the externally 

supervised students? 

# Question 

Social 
Work 

education 
staff from 

the 
university 

Contracted 
social 

workers 
first time 
employed 

Contracted 
social 

workers 
employed 
previously 

Volunteer 
Social 
Worker 

1 1-4 
2 5-10 
3 11-25 
4 26-50 
5 51-100 
6 101-150 

7 
more than 
150 

 

 

21.  How many hours of external supervision does your 

university pay for per student?(Please comment if there is 

a specific formula you are using, i.e.:' x hours for 

supervision and y hours for z') 
 



22.  What type of supervision are students receiving on 

placement? (tick all applicable) 
# Answer 

1 
individual 
supervision 

2 
group 
supervision 

3 

combination 
of individual 
and group 
supervision 

4 

rotation based 
model with 
different 
supervisors 

5 
student units 
with internal 
supervisor 

6 
student units 
with external 
supervisor 

7 Other 

 

23.  Who provided liaison for your social work students in 

2015? 

# Question 

Social 
Work 

education 
staff from 

the 
university 

Professional/ 
HEWL staff 

Contracted 
social 

workers 
first time 
employed 

Contracted 
social 

workers 
employed 
previously 

1 1-10 
2 11-25 
3 26-50 
4 51-100 
5 101-150 
6 151-200 

7 
more than 
200 

 

 



24.  How many social work students undertook a work-

based placement in 2015 

25.  What are your processes for capturing and assessing 

student learning on placement?(Select all answers that are 

relevant) 
# Answer 
1 Learning Plan 
2 E-portfolio 

3 
Discussion 
board 
contribution 

4 Blogs 
5 Timesheets 
6 Journals 
7 Reflections 

8 
Statement of 
Learning 

9 
Placement 
report 

10 Presentation 

11 
Theory 
analysis 

12 
Process 
report 

13 
supervision 
report 

14 
Practice 
framework 
analysis 

15 Other 
  

 

 

26.  Do social work students undertake any other subjects 

while on placement? 
# Answer 
1 None 

2 
One 
compulsory 

3 
One allowed 
if requested 

4 
Two 
compulsory 

5 
Two allowed 
if requested 

6 
More than 
two 

 

 



27.  If students undertake a compulsory subject parallel to 

placement, is the subject linked to the field education 

learning? ( Please comment) 
 

 

28.  How many days a week is your standard social work 

placement? 
 

29.  What type of training have you provided to field 

educators and liaison staff in 2015?(Select all answers that 

are relevant) 
 

30.  Have you seen changes in the university in regards  to 

resources, enrolments, positioning of field education in 

academia or other matters? 
 

31.  Have you seen changes in the field/ industry that 

impact field education? 
 

32.  What challenges is your field education unit currently 

facing in regards to placement and student support? 
 

33.  Are you able to identify innovative responses your uni 

is using to respond to field education matters? 
 

34.  What development/ changes are you hoping for in field 

education? 
 

35.  The AASW is reviewing the social work education 

standards in 2016. What do you think needs to be 

particularly changed or maintained in those standards? 
 



36.  Are you able to identify an aspect of field education 

that needs to be explored further through research? 

37.  What is your capacity and/ or interest in undertaking 

this research? 
 

38.  Have you received HWA funding in 2015? 
 

39.  How has the HWA funding been utlilised? 
 

40.  Any other comments? 
 

 


